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Tale of Genji, a story that I really enjoyed had several themes throughout the movie and the written literature. Themes of Humbleness, Religion, Beauty, Class Society and Love were all intertwined within this story.
As I start reading more and more Japanese Literature, I see how timeless these stories really are. Many of the stories are also entertaining with Tale of Genji up until now being the most entertaining for me.

As I look at the topic of humbleness and because I am somewhat familiar with Japanese culture, I am able to see that these stories and proverbs were almost like the Bible is today for many westerners. Even though this story was written in the 11th century, the theme of humbleness never has really left Japanese society. It is still to this day used in speech and also in the way that many people treat each other. Two passages from the book stood out to me in regards to the theme Humbleness. On pg. 107, when he was remembering a song, he stated “Seek not in the wide world to find a home; but where you chance to rest, call that your house”. That idea of selflessness and really the idea in my opinion is to teach people that although we live in a class based society (during those times), regardless of your status, you should be happy with being able to have a home to rest in and not worry about the frivolous things. The second example of Genji showing humbleness was on pg. 114 (Par.4) when he was meeting the woman who wrote the poem to him for the very first time. Instead of dressing flashy and trying to appear so rich, he dressed in clothes that was not befitting of someone of his status. This showed he wanted to be on her level when he met her.



Although the movie was somewhat odd and at times poorly made, the storyline was still told well and matched up quite well with the written story well enough to keep me entertained.

The scene opens up with a religious overtone. In a Shinto style setting, Murasaki is seen writing about the adultery of Genji and is warned that she will get killed if she writes about it, yet she continues. I believe she continues to write one of the greatest stories in Japanese Literature because of her love for Genji. More religious tones were observed when Nobutaki was shot by an arrow. Although the woman he was close to was the first to see his dead body, she was not permitted to touch him as only his “wife” was able to conduct funeral rites. 


The theme of Beauty was revealed through poetry in the movie and in the written book. In the movie one of the ladies sang a poem as she walked throughout the garden. Also in the book, on pg.109 a poem was written for Genji and left for him. “The flower that puzzled you was but the Yuugao, strange beyond knowing in its dress of shining dew.” Is what the poem stated. The he responded on pg.110 “Could I but get a closer view, no longer would they puzzle me- The flowers that all too dimly in the gathering dusk I saw.” There were other times that poetry was used in the story to get messages across to people, which leads me to believe that in these times, Poetry was extremely important and it showed that a person was well mannered and cared to take the time to write beautifully. This is probably why even today, the Japanese hand write letters, and when they do, the receiver is delighted (depending on the contents of the letter). 

It is quite apparent that during the Heian period, Class and the art of writing poetry was an important part of life during that period. From my view class had to exist during those times to make sure order was in place. As far as writing poetry, because many were not literate during that time, it showed a glare of elegance if you were able to write so beautifully. Overall very great story the Tale of Genji was!

