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INTRODUCTION
 In my previous paper I briefly discussed the challenges with Japan’s English Educational structure but did not have an opportunity to go into more depth. Therefore, in this paper I will be discussing the current problems with the structure of education, and the methods the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology (MEXT) are using to move Japan towards a globalized educational structure. I will provide information about the exam structure and its importance to Japan overall, I will then discuss the educational life for university students and how this structure can effect university students. I will then conclude with some possible recommendations that MEXT could use to move Japan in the right direction.
Exam Structure in Japan

Being an outsider looking in, it is easy to point fingers and say something is bad or wrong when we do not fully understand the culture behind decisions that are made. Therefore in an attempt to get more clarity as to why the system is broken, we have to look at how it started. Japan introduced their examination procedure in the 19th century (Hood 2016: p.1). The Japanese exam system can be seen as one of the most difficult tests in the world. According to the lecture, the exams can start as early as kindergarten. To the Japanese, the earlier they start, the better prepared their children will be when it is time to take the necessary exams for entrance into the university of their choice. 
Special Exam Terminology
These Exams are so important to Japanese society that they have special vocabulary to define each aspect of the examination process. For example, juken kyousou (Exam competition), juken senou (exam war), and juken jigoku (exam hell) are common words that the Japanese use to describe this way of life. Mothers who are focused and invested in their child’s education are known as kyouiku mama. This term is suitable for a mother that is obsessed with the education of her children (Backhaus 6). The preparation it takes to get ready for the exams can be intense, that many families have opted for starting their child’s exam preparation as early as kindergarten.  According to our lecture, prior to entering college, young students enroll in juku (cram school) which typically is for students from elementary to junior high school. However, kindergarten aged students have been known to participate in juken natsu gasshuku (testing summer camp), mogi mensetsu (mock interviews), and (mock exam) and not to mention long hours of daily practice on all things that might be relevant to the exam (juken teki ni) (Backhaus 7).
Life after High school

After years and years of preparation for入学試験 (college entrance exams) what is life like for university college students? According to the lecture, after all of the endless studying and the very structured lifestyle the young students lead, if they are successful in passing the entrance exams, students enter a life of bliss. According to the lecture, after entering college students do not study much, they often spend their time in part-time jobs or in club/circle activities where they have parties and lead a less structured life. This view may be true to many Japanese students, but does not represent all of the students. Many students, depending on the school have different levels of course work with varying levels of difficulty. So are Japanese students victims of this exam system? I would believe so. To go from years and years of a super structured lifestyle, where you wake up and go to sleep at certain times of the day and you have to memorize and practice tons of subject matter so that you can retain the information and pass the exam, to a less structured life can cause a person to be unsure as to what they are required to do. This is what I believe college students all throughout Japan suffer from. 
English Education: Moving towards Globalization


So what can Japan do to better prepare her students for the real world? According to our lecture, Japan focuses on teaching juken English compared to real English, as our lecture states. This presents a unique problem. Japan’s educational system is producing graduates that are extremely talented in vocabulary, grammar and the ability to take tests, but they lack 21st century skills that will help them function and be able to compete in the real world. Why is this a problem? Due to Japan’s declining population, it will be necessary for them to be able to be proficient in English and not just be passive learners of the language. Merely learning English to pass exams will not be sufficient enough in the 21st century. Due to this reason in 2015, MEXT implemented an action plan to address these issues. In this Action plan, they introduced a new computer-based testing system and tiered grading system. The first test will be given in second and third year of high school. The test will help students understand their level of achievement in regards to compulsory subjects that are taught (Fumio 1). The second test is an academic assessment for university students that will be given several times throughout the year. These tests will focus on how well students have developed critical thinking skills. In addition to implementing two tests to gauge a student’s current achievements, the method of teaching will be changed. Valuing an active learning environment where students take initiative in cooperating with a range of other people to identify issues and find solutions (Fumio 2). This is very important as Japanese classrooms are typically lecture based with little to no interaction with other students or the teacher inside the classroom.
CONCLUSION

Japan for centuries has relied on this exam structure which not only shaped the educational system, but has become a natural part of Japanese culture. With various vocabulary words being created such as kyouiku mama or juken jigoku it is easy to understand how ingrained in Japanese society the exams have become.  Due to the need to become more competitive in the world, Japan’s government has made steps to change the highly structured educational system to fit Japanese society and not merely copying another Asian country or the West’s example for education. According to our lecture, Japan’s economy is heavily reliant on cram schools which are big business, therefore changing Japan’s educational system is quite complex which will require many years for the move to globalization.
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